94 Eclipse Seats Into 82 280zx

by Triton

I know people have done write ups on the Z cars but this is for the ZX cars.  I hope it helps somebody.

First of all I want to say that when I was doing this seat swap my number 1 concern was safety.  But I do not want anyone reading this to assume that the way I did it is sufficiently safe.  That is a personal decision that you must make when doing your swap.  Anyway, enough of me trying to cover my a$$.

The seats that I chose are out a 1994 Mitsibishi Eclipse.  I bought them from a Junk Yard for $100.  I think that they can be had for less.  

Summary:

I used the brackets off the eclipse seats and bolted the tracks from the 280zx to those brackets.  The process is fairly easy because the eclipse brackets are close to the same width as the ones from the 280zx.

Needed:

1. Angle Grinder

2. Cut off wheel

3. Welder (if you don’t have one get someone else to do it, it should be cheap)

4. 1 foot of 1/8 inch thick, 2 inch wide flat steel

5. 1 piece of flat steel about 4 inches by 4 inches

6. 8mm bolts (varying lengths)

7. Lock Washers

8. Lock Nuts

9. Spacers

Steps:

1. Remove the 4 bolts that hold the brackets/tracks to the eclipse seats.

2. Remove the 4 bolts that hold the brackets/tracks to the 280zx seats.

3. The eclipse seat with the handle should have 4 rivets that hold the track to the bracket.  I used an angle grinder to grind the heads off the rivets.  2 of them are on the ends of the tracks and can be ground off  from the track side.  The other 2 can be ground off from the bracket side.

4. Use a chisel or screw driver to separate the track from the bracket.  Trash the track.

5. The other eclipse bracket/track has 1 bracket that is bolted to the bottom of the seat up towards the front of the seat.  It is shaped like a Z.

6. Grind off the rivet holding the Z bracket to the track.  Trash the track

7. Bolt the long bracket back onto the seat.  You are done with this bracket for now.

8. Take a piece of 1/8” , 2 inch wide  flat steel and cut it to 4” to 5” long.  Clamp one end of the flat steel flush with the end of the Z bracket on the part that was mounted to the track.  Weld around all four edges.  You should now have the Z bracket with a T on the top.  Mount it to the seat with welded part towards the front of the seat.  The flat steel should now be running parallel with the sides of the seat.

9. If you measure from the center of the top hole on the long bracket to the center of  modified Z bracket you should come up with about 14 ¾  inches.  That is the width that you want.

10. With the front of the seat pointing up and the bottom of the seat facing you use a level to mark a line across the modified Z bra.  This will give you the correct height to drill your hole.

11. Measure 14 ¾  inches from the center of the long bracket and along the horizontal height line that you just did and mark a vertical line on the Z bracket.  

12. At the cross point on the Z bracket drill a hole that will allow you to use an 8mm bolt.  (I don’t remember the exact size of the drill bit needed)

13. On the side where the Z bracket is use a piece of flat steel to give you something to bolt the 280zx track to the seat.  (The hole on the seat is too far to the left so you will need a piece of steel to create a bracket to mount the track)

14. Drill a hole on the left side of flat steel leaving enough steel on the left to drill a hole from the track through the flat steel bracket.

15. Mount the 280zx tracks to the top holes of the long bracket and Z bracket.

16. Align the left side of the track with the left side of the long bracket.

17. Use a level to align the Z bracket side track with the long bracket side track.

18. Then measure 14 ¾ inches from the center of the hole on the long bracket side track  to the Z bracket side track.

19. On the long bracket side drill a hole through the track hole and the long bracket.

20. On the Z bracket side drill a hole through the track hole and the flat steel bracket that you made.  

21. Run a bolt through both sides of the 280zx tracks.

22. You will have to use spacers on both ends of the long bracket and one on the bottom of the Z bracket side. 

23. If you level the long bracket side, (there is a rivet in the middle of the 280zx track that I used to serve a level, Just adjust the bolts on the top and bottom of the long bracket so that the rivet is flat to the surface of the bracket) you can then measure the length of the spacer needed.

24. I bought spacers from Lowes that were big enough for an 8mm bolt.

25. On the Z bracket side I just eye balled it to be reasonably level with the long bracket side.

26. The lengths of my spacers were from 7mm to 10mm.

27. I used high grade 8mm bolts, lock washers and lock nuts and when I could I used the factory bolts off the seats.  You know that they will be strong enough.

28. The eclipse seats should bolt into you 280zx now.  You may have to do a little pushing and pulling but they will go in.

29. Like I said I’m sure that there is a better way but this is how I did it and I am very happy with the way the seats sit.  It took me about 4 hours to do the first seat but the 2nd seat will take less that 2 hours.

30. Good Luck.

